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LEARNING ABOUT HISTORY

We learn from the history by written documents and narratives. 

We do not regard the information we gather from our sources as unconditionally true. 

Approaches to History

· History of “Big Men”: According to one point of view, in history we just learn about leaders, commanders and philosophers. We learn about the “Big Men”, but we essentially ignore the “ordinary men”. 

· Marxism: According to Marxism, the history is the clash and competition between social classes. We have social classes that oppress and that are being opressed. The Communism shall terminate the social classes, and that will be the “end of history”. 

· Realism: According to Realism, the key actor of history and inter-state relations is the state. Each state act according to its own interests. All the alliances and rivalries are caused by the interests of states. 

· External Intervention: States intervene into each others’ politics. A state can use domestic factors (political rivalries, opposition, ethnic groups, religious grous, etc.)of another state in order to change its politics. Change in politics, change in government, division or destruction of a state can be achived with external intervention. External interventions are particularly dangerous in case of civil wars or violent riots. Not only the hostile powers, but also the government can be supported by external powers against domestic hostilities. In case of a civil war in state X, state Y can support the government in state X,  and state Q can support the domestic enemies of the government in state X. 

RENAISSANCE 

“Renaissance” means “rebirth”. It implies the “rebirth” of ancient Rome and ancient Greece, as the basis of Wester civilization. 

After the Crusade wars, the Europeans realized that they were not as developed as the East in science, philosophy, medicine and military. This forced them to re-develop the scientific thought. 

Plague: Millions of people died in Italy and England because of the Plague. The medicine of that time could not heal the plague. Church was criticized because they failed to save people. 

Christians were defeated in Crusade Wars. Thousands of Western soldiers were killed. Church was criticized because they failed to save people. 

Arts and sciences explorations focused on the human body. Leonardo da Vinci: Vitruvian Man. 

Machiavelli constructed the realist thought.  Secularism emerged and the Kings sympathized this idea. 

Papal Prestige declined. 

The European merchants could not control the Medditerranean trade, due to the power of Ottomans. They encouraged and sponsored the discoveries of alternative sea-routes.

Empirical evidence became the center of the science. Religious explanations were diminished. 

Imprint technology: in 15th Century, the Europeans started using the Imprint technology. This technology helped the Renaissance to spread because people wrote, read and learned about emerging philosophical ideas. 

 Inquisition: Pope and the Church judged the Renaissance intellectuals and supporters.

Ottoman Empire

Sultan Mehmed conquered the Constantinople and destroyed the Byzantium. He named the city as “Istanbul” and made it the Capital of Ottomans. 

He killed his own brother, and made a law, enabling his successors to kill their brothers. In doing so, he aimed to prevent external interventions and protect the Ottoman State. The members of the dynasty could fight each other for being the Padishah. They could welcome external support in their struggle, and this could damage the Ottoman Empire. 

Sultan Mehmed allowed Orthodox Christians to practice their religious beliefs freely. Catholics had attacked Constantinople and slaughtered Orthodox people during the Crusade Wars. Mehmed utilized the hatred between Orthodox and Catholic Christians, and with his tolerance to Orthodox people, he disintagrated the Christians. Orthodox people lived in peace with Muslims for a long time. 

Ottomans captured the Caliphate and the Ottoman Emperor became also the Head of Islam. This prevented the religion-state conflicts in Ottomans. 

PROTESTANTISM
The German priest and philosopher Martin Luther, asserted that, “whether a person is a good Christian or not, can only be decided by the God, and not by the Church”. 

He Protested the Catholic Church and created the sect of Protestantism in 1555.  The Protestants challenged the authority of the Pope. 

They beleived, the Pope and the priests were also ordinary men, and all the Christians could follow the bible and become true Christians on their own. There was no necessity to obey and follow the Pope and the Church. 

Peasants followed Luther, and they rebelled against the economic impositions of the priests. Afterwards, the Protestantism emerged over the German city-states. 

Habsburgs (a dynasty in Holy Roman Empire) was a powerful state, controlling the lands of contemporary Austria, Czech Republic, Hungary and Slovenia. The state was following the Pope, and it was the leading state of Catholics. 

The rise of Protestantism made Habsburgs anxious and they tried to prevent its growth.  

In 1548, the Protestant city-states started a war against Habsburgs. In 1555, Protestantism was officially recognized and the German states were given the right to choose between the Catholic and Protestant sects. 

Protestantism was a Humanist development, since it limited the pressure imposed by the Church. 

“Conquest” of oceans 

The Ottoman Empire was controlling the Silk Road, which constituted the basic trade route between Asia and Europe. They gathered taxes from the European merchants, and the European merchants sponsored discoveries to find an alternative sea- route to India, to not to pay taxes to Ottomans.

Portugal and Spain built trans-oceanic ships. Spanish sailor Americo Vespucci arrived to America in 1492, but he thought he had reached to India. Although this was a coincidence, he discovered a new continent. 

Portuguese sailor Vasco de Gama, passed the Atlantic ocean, and he reached to India. He crossed the Atlantic Ocean and the Indian Ocean, the he found a new trade-route.   

Thirty years war: 1618-1648 

After the war between Protestants and Catholics in German states,  each prince gained the right to choose between the two sects.

The Catholic Spain and Habsburgs were anxious about the growth of Protestantism. 

Protestants of Germany and Protestant Sweden and Denmark were anxious about the pressures of the Pope. 

France was a Catholic state, and its decision would determine the consequences of the war. This showed that, France gave the priority to her rational interests instead of the religion. 
France ignored the “Catholic brotherhood”. Wanted to diminish the power of Habsburgs and the Pope. She joined forces with protestants. 

Habsburgs, Spain, Catholic Germans vs. France, Sweden, Denmark, Protestant Germans.
France, Sweden, Denmark and Protestant Germans won the war. 

Treaty of Westphalia: 1648

The German princes re-gained the religious independence.The Protestant Germans became free of Pope’s pressure. 

The German princes agreed to allow their subjects to choose between the two sects. The religious preference of individuals was respected by the states. 

Each state was accepted to have equal rights. The sovereignty was respected and external intervention was discouraged. 

Since the sovereignty of states was recognized, the Pope could not intervene into domestic affairs of other states. Additionally, the states could not intervene into each others’ domestic affairs.

Based on the treaty, each state was rendered sovereign in its territory. 

Absolutism, Constitutionalism, Colonies and Europe

• In 17th and 18th Centuries, two types of monarchic governances were dominant in Europe: Absolutist Monarchies and Constitutional Monarchies. 

• In the Absolutist government, the monarch is the absolute authority over the state. There are no borders limiting his political power. In the constitutional monarchies however, the King’s political power is limited by the constitution. Although the King acts as the head of the government, there is a strong Parliament authorized for legislation. In 17th and 18th centuries, France and Russia constituted strong examples of absolutism, while Britain and Holland adapted forms of constitutionalism. 

• Lois XIV was an absolutist monarch. He believed that, he was answerable only to god and he was the state. He appointed Cardinal Richelieu in order to diminish the power of the nobles. Richelieu executed many people since he was suspicious about their anti-governmental activities. He used military power in order to eliminate all the potential threats against the authority of the King. 

• Britain however, was a strong example of constitutionalism. The British Parliament was divided into two segments: The House of Lords and the House of Commons. The House of Lords represented the aristocrats and land-owners whilst the House of Commons represented the upper-middle class. Unlike in the continental Europe, the priests were not included in the Parliament. The conflict between Catholics and Protestants were far more moderate in Britain. In 1640, King Charles was accused of high-treason and he was judged by the Parliament. This was the first example of a monarch judged by the parliament in the human history. In 1689, the English Bill of Rights was declared and the individual rights of the persons were clarified. The Parliament limited King’s authority. George I shared his political power with his cabinet of ministers. 

 • From 1740 to 1763, Britain and France struggled against each other for the dominance over the Colonies and their allies fought for the dominance over the Europe. France lost the majority colonies in India, America and Africa. Britain increased its political and economic power with the colonial regions it took over from France. • The Central authority of Habsburgs was challenged. Austria and Prussia (founded at the Western coastal of contemporary Germany) acted as sovereign states and they enjoyed greater autonomies. Both states were founded over the German territories and fought against each other for the dominance over the Europe. 

• Prussians took the German region Silesia from the Austrians and Austria made alliances with France and Russia, in order to take the Silesia back. Accordingly, Prussia made an alliance with Britain and balanced the power of the counter-alliance. After the war between Britain-Prussia and France-Russia-Austria, Prussia was on the winner’s side and managed to protect its territory.

ENLIGHTENMENT (17TH, 18TH CENTURIES)

STATUE OF LIBERTY: Her Tourch represents the Enlightenment. Her Crown represents the Scientific Discoveries. Her declaration of Independence represents the Democracy. Her broken chains symbolize freedom.She is a woman, so the gender equality is symbolized. Adam Smith, John Locke, Immanuel Kant: Liberalism: Civil liberties, less state control in economy, private properties. 
Jean-Jacques Rousseau: French Philosopher, created the Social Contract Theory.According to Rousseau, individuals make concessions from their individual freedom and they gain the collective freedom. In doing so, the society is ruled based on its collective political will. This theory constitutes the basis of Democracy and Nation-state. The Enlightenment created a philosophy which created the Democracy, Liberalism and Nationalism.  
American Independence (1776)
Unlike other European Colonies, the Americans had gone to America to be free of Church’s pressure. They embraced America as their homeland, and they fougt against the British for freedom. 

George Washington, the leader of the Independence Army, Marquis de Lafayette, a French General who came and helped the American Army, and Thomas Jefferson, who wrote the Declaration of Independence were the key actors of American Independence. 

Americans were supported by France and they managed to defeat Britain. They became free.

They founded the USA, the first Democratic state, an the first nation-state. 

They were no more subjects, they became citizens. 

French Revolution (1789-1793)

Bourgeois started to play an important role in economy. The aristocrats (land-owners) enjoyed tax exemptions and this caused extra charges on the bourgeois.The bourgeois wanted to oust the Land-owners and rule the economy. They promised freedom to people, and they launched the revolution.

In 1789, the first phase of the revolution was made. Absolutist Monarchy was abolished. A constitution was written. The subjects became citizens. They were given the rights to vote and to be elected. 
Aristocracy was abolished, private property was guaranteed. Bourgeois safeguarded its economic power. The bourgeois started to lead the economy. Agricultural economy was replaced by industrial economy.  

“Equality, liberty, brotherhood” were the main principles of the revolution.  Equality: Based on the constitution, all the citizens are equal. Liberty: Trade is free. Liberalism allowed. Brotherhood: All the citizens are brothers. They are a “nation”.

Marquis de Lafayette was the leader of people’s army. Thomas Jefferson was the US Ambassador to France.
Maximilien de Robespierre: Leader Jakobins (a political party) and leader of France after the revolution. He did not want France to dictate her revolution to other countries. “France is free in France” he said.  He believed that, the states were ruled by a minority and the majority was exploited, and he wanted to change this. He wanted to safeguard the republic, and the legislative system till the French people to signed a “Social Contract” to be ruled based on the majority’s will. To protect the republic, he started the `terror reign` processed many executions. Many people (royalists, aristocrats, counter-revolutionists etc.) were executed or put into the jail because they opposed to Robespierre. At last, Robespierre was also executed. 

RISE AND FALL OF NAPOLEON 

In 1800, a French General, Napoleon Bonaparte, asked for a referendum to rule France. 95% of French people voted for him, and he democratically became the leader of France.

He made land reform and gave lands to the villagers. He took royalists out of prison. He regulated taxes and satisfied the bourgeois. He gained sympathy of all the social classes.

He reproached to the Pope.   He was given the title `CAESAR`. 

He followed an expansionist policy and established an Empire. He conquered European territories, he established satellite states and made alliances. He ruled the entire European peninsula. 

His main rival was UK. UK had a strong navy, surrounded the seas and besieged the Napoleonic Empire. UK prevented the entire trade activities from and to the Napoleonic Empire. 
Russian economy collapsed and Russia left Napoleonic Empire. Napoleon wanted to punish the Russian Tsar (King). He decided to invade Russia. 

On his way to Russia, the European peoples showed loyalty to him and organized ceremonies for him and his army. 

When he reached Russia, his army had 600,000 soldiers. Russians used the strategy named as `scorched earth`. They destroyed all the natural resources (forests, water supplies, etc.) that could help the French army to use during the winter in order to survive. They avoided big battles with Napoleon and withdrew to Moscow. 

Napoleon thought that the Russian army was weak and he was trapped. The entire army was in Moscow and it was ready to hit the French army. Napoleon offered peace to the Tsar, but the Tsar refused. 

On their way out of Russia, 300,000 French soldiers died due to the winter conditions and Russian attacks. 

When they went out of Russia, on their way back to France, the French soldiers were attacked by the Europeans. 

Napoleon had just 600 soldiers remaining alive when he reached to France. All the European states declared independence and Napoleon`s Empire was dissolved. Napoleon died of cancer in exile. 
Congress Of Vienna (1815)
After they defeated France,  Austria, Britain, Prussia and Russia re-shaped the Europe. 

Netherlands was united, Britain maintained to keep its colonies, Austria expanded its territory, trade through the European rivers were allowed. 

Unification of Italy (1866)

The Italians had the idea of Risorgimento (unification of all ethnic italians under an Italian state). In 1866, Prussia and Austria fought each other. Italians were allied with Prussia and they took Venetia. In 1870, they conquered the papal Rome and they united the Italians under the Italian state. Italian manages to capture the Papal position, they gained religious prestige, but their king ruled the state.

Unification of Germany (1871)

In 1871, Otto von Bismarck, the Prime Minister of Prussia, united all the German city-states and created the German Empire.

War between Japan and Russia (1905)
In 1905, Russia and Japan fought each other. Japan won. The defeat led to a revolution in Russia. The absolutist monarchy was abolished. A constitutional monarchy was founded. 
World War I (1914-1918)

Bismarck had peaceful relations with Britain and he had signed a peace treaty with Russia. Germany was located between Russia and France, and it could not survive a war with the two at the same time. So, he left one potential enemy instead of two. In 1890, he left the office. After him, Wilhelm II created a navy composed of submarines.  He targeted colonies and in doing so, he alerted Britain. Wilhelm also abolished the peace-treaty with Russia . In doing so, he alerted Russia. 

In early 1900’s, Ittihat and Terakki (Union and Progress) seized power in Ottoman Empire. They brought constitutional monarchy to Ottomans. The party believed that, to keep the Ottoman State alive, Islam was not enough. They aimed to liberate ethnic Turks from Russians and annex their territories. So, the Ittihat and Terakki alerted Russians. On the other hand, Russians demanded the Ottoman territories to have an access to the sea. This pushed Ottomans and Russians to rival fronts. 

Germany,Ottomans, Austro-Hungarian Empire vs. Britain, France, Russia, USA. 

FINAL EXAM TOPICS (All the topics beginning with this page are included!) 

Leninist Revolution (1917-1922): In  1917, Britain and France failed to defeat the Turks in Dardanelles War, Bolsheviks and Mensheviks ousted the Tsar.  They established a democratic regime.
Lenin thought that, the democratic regime was likely to create a borgeois. He wanted take measurements and with the Communists besides him, he ousted the democratic government and came into power.

The Communist regime of Lenin was challenged by the royalist White Army. A civil war broke out. 

In 1922, Lenin and his supporters defeated the White Army and they established the USSR. Moscow was the Capital and the center of the state, however, a federal governance was created. 

The state was led by the Communist Party, the leader of the party was also the leader of the state. 

Kemalist Revolution (1918-1923) :In the World War I, Ottomans were defeated. Arabs, with the help and instigation of Colonel Lawrence, seperated from the Ottoman State.  Only Turkey remained under Ottomans’ control. Afterwards, France, Britain, Italy and Greece invaded Turkey. 
When Kemal started the resistance, Britain and Italy did not help Greece. France put its Armenian Legion against the Turks and Greece maintained the invasion. The Turks managed to defeat the invaders and won the war of independence. 

After he liberated Turkey, Kemal came into power. He saw a danger that, there could be a civil war between the leaders of the resistance and the Padishah. In such a case, foreign powers could use the Islamists in order to challenge the Kemalists. On the other hand, if the Caliphsih was to be kept, any rebellion of Arabs against the British could lead Turkey in a conflict with Britain, since Turks were the leaders of Islam. 
Accordingly, in order to prevent a civil war and foreign interventions, Kemal abolished the Sultanate and the Caliphsip. He founded the secular Republic of Turkey. He made a constitution which did not enable any religious influences on state affairs. 

Ottoman state was dissolved. Arabs and the Middle East countries (containing oil) were separated from Turks and they became independent. 

League of Nations and Inter-war Period 

After WW I, the League of Nations was founded in order to maintain global peace and governance.

UK, France, Italy and Japan were the members of Permanent Council of LoN. 

The League failed to prevent Italian invasion over Ethiopia and WW II. 

Rise of Fascism: After WW I, Italy opened its market to international economy. American products occupied the Italian market and Italian peasants and agricultural producers were affected negatively. Benito Mussolini founded the Fascist Party (Peasants’ Party) against American influence over Italian economy. 

Rise of National Socialism: After the WW I, Germany was obliged to pay war compensation to France and UK. Germany was receiving credits from USA and was developing its economy in order to pay the compensation. In 1930, the global economic crisis forced USA to stop providing credits to Germans, and the German economy collapsed. This led to the rise of NAZI led by Adolf Hitler. 

Spanish Civil War: During the inter-war era, Spanish nationalists and Spanish communists fought each other. Stalin supported Communists, Hitler and Mussolini supported nationalists. Nationalists won and till early 1980s, Spain remained under General Branco’s dictatorship. 

After the Spanish civil war, Stalin (USSR), Hitler (Germany) and Mussolini (Italy) formed an alliance against USA and Capitalism. 

World War II 

At the beginning the alliances were: 

Germany, USSR, Italy, Japan vs. UK, France. 

Hitler commited genocide against Jews (Holocaust). This had two reasons: Hitler had a racist ideology, and, he wanted to damage the global capitalism where the Jews played an important role. 

Germans managed to defeat France in 6 weeks and they invaded the entire Europe. 

When Hitler attacked on USSR, the Soviets utilized the “scorched earth” strategy and allowed the NAZI army to reach to Moscow. Hitler was trapped. 

The alliances were changed and became as such: 

USA, USSR, UK vs. Germany, Japan. 

USA liberated the Western Europe, USSR liberated the Eastern Europe (apart from Greece). 

USA and USSR invaded Germany. USA attacked Japan with a nuclear weapon. 

USA used the nuclear bomb outside the Europe, in order to not to destroy Europe. Not because Japan was more powerful than Germany. 

Beginning of Cold War 

After the WW II, Cold War started. USA led the Capitalist West, USSR led the Communist East. 

United Nations was founded to preserve global peace and government. UN Security Council was composed of the “big five”: USA, USSR, UK, France and China. UN Security Council can take military action only on the condition that all the “big five” votes “for”. If one of them vetoes, no action is taken. 

Germany was divided into two. West Germany became Capitalist, East Germany became Communist. 

In 1947, USA prepared the Marshall Plan and Truman Doctrine to develop Europe economically and militarily to stand against Communism. 

In 1947, European Jews were settled in Palestine. Israel was founded. 

In 1947, UK lost India. Brahmans and Muslims of India were separated from each other. Pakistan (Muslim) was founded. 

In 1947, a civil war broke out in Greece. Nationalists and Communists fought against each other. USA and UK supported the nationalist front. Yugoslavia supported Communists. Stalin urged Tito to stop aiding the Communists in order to not to provoke America. Tito quitted the aid and nationalists won. 

In 1949, NATO was established. USA, Italy, Canada, UK, France, Turkey and Greece were amongst the NATO members. 

In 1950, Communist North Korea and Capitalist South Korea fought each other. USA supported the South, USSR supported the North.   
De-Stalinization 
Soviet leader Staline believed that one of the two blocs of the Cold War would essentially destroy the other. So, in World politics, he refrained from provoking Americans. After his death, Soviet leaders embraced the idea of “peaceful co-existence”. They thought that both major powers had nuclear weapons and a war between them was out of the question.  At this point, USSR started supporting anti-American leaders. 

Suez Crisis

In 1957, Egyptian leader Colonel Nasser asked the British and French ships to pay Egypt taxes in order to use the Suez Channel. UK and France joined forces with Israel and attacked on Egypt. Soviet Union threatened USA, France and UK with nuclear war. This forced UK, France and Israel to recall their armies. 

Cuban Revolution

In 1959, Cuban guerillas led by Che and Fidel Castro ousted the pro-American dictatorship in their country and established a Communist regime. A communist regime located next to it was a definite danger for America. Likewise, Turkey was a pro-American state located next to USSR and Turkey was a threat for Soviets. 

U-2 Crisis

In 1960, an American spy plane named U-2 landed off from Turkey and flied over USSR for spying activities. Soviets destroyed the plane and captured the pilot. They asked America to stop spying activities and asked Turkey to stop helping Americans in spying activities. 

Cuban Crisis

In 1962, CIA detected that there were nuclear missiles in Cuba. USA and USSR sent battleships to Cuban Bay. The issue was debated in UN. Finally, USSR removed its missiles from Cuba and America removed its missiles from Turkey. 

Non-Aligned Movement

During Cold War, some states preferred to not to be allied directly with USA and USSR and they founded the NAM. The NAM states were mostly supported by USSR against USA. Cuba, India, Yugoslavia, Egypt and Cyprus were in NAM. 

Arab-Israeli War

In 1967, Egyptian leader Nasser wanted to unite all the Arabs under one state (Arabic nationalism). In order to increase his prestige, he joined forces with Syria and Jordon. Arabs fought against Israel, but they were defeated. Israel invaded the Gaza Strip. 

Prague Spring

In 1968, there were liberal and democrat reforms in Czechoslovakia. Soviets warned the Czechoslovak government to stop the reforms however their warnings did not work. Finally, USSR and Warsaw pact states invaded Czechoslovakia and dissolved the government. 

Vietnam War 

Communist North Vietnam and Pro-American (Capitalist) South Vietnam fought against each other. USSR and China supported the North, America invaded Vietnam and supported the South. America and South Vietnam were defeated. Vietnam fell under Communist rule. 

Watergate Scandal (1972-74)

US President Richard Nixon was the candidate of Republican Party. He asked 5 men to put spying devices to Democrat Party’s headquarters. The police captured the 5 men and they confessed what the President asked them to do. This became a scandal, for 2 years, the President violated his constitutional authorities in order to hide the crime he committed. In 1974, he resigned and became the only US President who resigned. 
Yom-Kippur War (1973) 

In 1973, Egyptian leader Anwar Sadat and Syrian leader Hafiz Esad joined forces and made an alliance against Israel. They bought military equipment, tanks and planes from USSR. They organized “war games” near the borders and forced Israel to attack Arabic forces. Arabs retaliated, they fought well and USA and UN needed to intervene and stop the war. US support to Israel led Arabic states (including Saudi Arabia) to exert oil embargo on Western states.  Israel left the Gaza Strip. After the war, America helped Israel to develop MOSSAD. 

Cyprus Conflict 

Cyprus was a British colony. After the independence, Greeks and Turks of Cyprus were provided a power-sharing (equality between Greek Cypriot majority and Turkish Cypriot minority) democracy. In 1963, inter-communal fighting started. USA offered Greece and Turkey to share-out Cyprus. Cypriot President Archbishop Makarios refused, and he gathered support from USSR and NAM. Greece and Turkey wanted to use military power in Cyprus but USA prevented them. US Minister of Foreign Affairs, Henry Kissinger, disliked Makarios since he was in cooperation with USSR, he was a prestigious leader in NAM and he was supported by Cypriot Communists. He named him as “Castro of Mediterranean” and “Red Bishop”.  After the Yom-Kippur war, USA saw that Israel and the Southern borders of NATO were not in save hands. USA allowed Greece and Turkey to use military power in Cyprus in 1974. Cyprus was divided into two. 
Iranian Revolution 

In 1979, Islamists ousted the pro-American Monarchy in Iran and they established an Islamist regime. The Islamist regime in Iran became not only anti-Communist, but also anti-American. Iran left CENTO (established as the extension of NATO in the Middle East in 1958 and composed of Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Pakistan and UK). 

War in Afghanistan 

In Afghanistan, a socialist government came  into power. Afghan Mudjahedeens (Islamist warriors) started resistance and a civil war broke out. USSR invaded Afghanistan and supported the socialist government. USA and Iran supported Islamists. USSR and socialists were defeated. 

Glasnost and Perestroika

In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev came into power in USSR. In order to fight corruption and open the way for more effective production, he prepared a set of forms named as `glasnost` and `perestroika`. This led to demands for democracy and liberalism in USSR. Nationalism emerged, and the Soviet Union was dissolved. Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and many other states were founded as independent republics. 

German re-unification 

Germany was re-united. Communism came to an end in Germany with the brake of Berlin Wall by Germans. 

Post-Cold War

With the end of the Cold War, Communism collapsed. 

The world order became multi-polar. 

Europe (East and West) reunited with the European Union. East European states became Liberal and Democrat. 

Czechoslovakia was dissolved peacefully. Czech Republic and Slovakia were founded. 

Under Communist rule, Warsaw Pact states had common defense and military policies and ethnic relations were moderated. With the collapse of Communism, Ethnic nationalism emerged and states created their own policies. Armenia invaded Azerbaijan. Yugoslavia was dissolved with an inter-ethnic war. Russia invaded Ukraine. 

With the end of Cold War, Communism was eliminated, but the `fundamentalist Islam` and `Islamist terrorism` became new `dangers` for the West. 

NATO states, EU states and ex-Warsaw Pact states established the Partnership for Peace. The only EU state which is outside both NATO and Partnership for Peace is Cyprus. There is a sharp conflict between Greek Cypriots and Turkey due to the Cyprus Problem and military presence of Turkey in Cyprus. 

The West names anti-American Muslims as `fundamentalist Islam` and pro-American Muslims as `moderate (soft) Islam`. 

With the terrorist attacks on WTC and Pentagon on 11 September 2001, the realist thought showed important deficiencies. Terrorists are not a `state`. We do not know who they are, where they are, who supports them, when they will attack and where they will attack. 

New Agenda and World Politics

China: China is a Communist state and 25% of the World population is composed of Chinese people. With its huge military and economic power, China is upraising as a huge power. What shall China do? 

EU: Shall the European Union stay united? Or shall it be dissolved? 

Nation-state: Shall the humanity leave the nation-state and establish supra-national partnerships? Shall the nation-states be dissolved based on regionalism and ethnicity? 

Terrorism: How to deal with terrorism? Who are the terrorists? Where are they? 

Environment: Natural sources are endangered due to the pollution and global warming. What to do about it? 
